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(Editor's Note: Media covering the event at the United States Air Force Museum are requested to 
register in advance. For a form, call (937) 229-3241.) 
JOHN GLENN TO RECEIVE UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON AWARD ON SEPT. 20, 
UD COMMISSIONS NATIONAL POLL ON LEADERSHIP WITH VIRTUE 
DAYTON, Ohio- For a man who loves to soar, John Glenn comes across as down to earth 
as they come. 
At 80, he gets as excited as a school child before summer vacation about airplanes and 
rockets. Glenn, the first American to orbit the earth and the oldest person to ever fly into space, 
still pilots his own plane- and relishes it. 
"I flew to Columbus from D.C. this morning in my twin-engine Beechcraft Baron, a little 
prop plane that goes up to 25,000 feet," he opens a recent conversation, casually chatting about 
weather and altitude. 
Now that cataract surgery has restored his vision to 20-20, he says he'd go back up into 
space in a heartbeat. "The main difference from being on earth is floating. With zero gravity, you 
can bounce off the ceiling, or plaster your peach cobbler up against the wall, if you wanted to," he 
recalls. 
With John Glenn, what you see is what you get. 
He's still the flag-waving patriot from New Concord, Ohio, a tiny farming community in 
America's heartland. He worships wife, Annie, "part of my life from the time of my first memory." 
The playing of Taps always gives him thechills. And "politics isn't dirty. Politics i::s the personnel 
department for the Constitution," he's fond of saying. 
The University of Dayton and its National Alumni Association will honor Glenn with its 
2001 Leadership with Virtue Award at a 6 p.m. reception and dinner at the U.S. Air Force Museum 
on Thursday, Sept. 20. The award recognizes strong leaders who are successful because they blend 
a high level of integrity, vision, service, inclusion and emotional balance in their lives. 
Do Americans think there's a shortage of leaders with virtue? UD's National Alumni 
Association has commissioned renowned pollster John Zogby to conduct a national poll to find 
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out. The results will be presented at a 9-11 a.m. breakfast seminar in Kennedy Union Ballroom on 
Friday, Sept. 21. Zogby will also talk about what's happening on America's political front, offer 
views on 21st century trends in the U.S. and give the audience a chance to "poll the pollster." 
The breakfast seminar costs $35, or $15 for students. The Leadership with Virtue dinner 
costs either $250 (including private reception with Glenn), $125 or $45 (students). For reservations, 
call Anita Brothers at (937) 229-2902. For information, call Joanie Swedlund at (937) 229-3262 or 
visit www. udayton.edu/leadershipwithvirtue. 
A Marine fighter pilot in World War II and the Korean War, Glenn set a transcontinental 
speed record in a 1957 flight from Los Angeles to New York. His solo orbital stint in Friendship 7 
in 1962 restored America's flagging self-esteem during the space race. His highly touted 1998 return 
to space captured the public's imagination and contributed to research on aging and effects of 
weightlessness. When he retired from the U.S. Senate that year after four six-year terms, he began 
to devote his energies to the John Glenn Institute for Public Service and Public Policy at The Ohio 
State University. He's a passionate advocate for public service, service-learning opportunities and 
a strong educational system that focuses on improving U.S. math and science scores on 
standardized tests. 
He's been called an "American icon" and "the last folk hero of a righteous America." In 
1999, Americans named Glenn one of the five most admired men in the world in a national poll. 
"That's pretty heavy, heroes and models and all that stuff," he says, his voice barely 
disguising a sigh. "I don't go for setting people up on pedestals. You get up in the morning and try 
to accomplish as much as possible." 
Glenn counts a handful of presidents among his heroes. "George Washington took on the 
almost impossible task of establishing the independence of this country. Abraham Lincoln stuck to 
his beliefs. During the Great Depression when the unemployment rate was over 20 percent, Franklin 
Roosevelt came in with a lot of innovative programs and had the leadership and guts to pull them 
out. And Harry Truman's decision after World War II for the U.S. not to be a conquering nation, to 
be a nation of compassion and to help former opponents, has really set the tone for the world 
today." 
No matter what their field, leaders share a similar trait. "Most great achievers have an 
almost inordinate curiosity," he observes. "They're not willing to accept the status quo. They're 
always wondering, 'Can't we do a little research here and cure small pox?' They take risks. They 
question the status quo. Anyone who tries something new is afraid of failure, but they don't let it 
consume them." 
The Leadership with Virtue Award is sponsored by UD's National Alumni Association, 
with co-sponsorship from the Dayton Daily News and WDTN-TV. 
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